
The St Leonards - Eastwood Railway 

John Bradfield was a brilliant engineer. He designed the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 

Brisbane’s Storey Bridge, the Cataract and Burrinjuck Dams and other major 

infrastructure projects. In 1915, as an engineer with the NSW Public Works Department, 

he submitted plans for electrification of Sydney’s suburban rail network, an underground 

city rail system and a Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

After a delay due to World War I, the NSW parliament passed the 1922 Sydney 

Harbour Bridge Act and in 1923, preliminary work commenced on the underground 

railway. In the early 1920s, Bradfield advocated a new electrified railway network in the 

Lower North Shore, beginning at the northern approaches to the proposed Sydney 

Harbour Bridge. It would include a railway between St Leonards and Eastwood. An 

article in the Sunday Times on 14 January 1923 discussed Bradfield’s suggestions. It 

claimed that it would allow an eleven minute journey from Ryde Heights to the GPO. 

An article in the Sydney Morning Herald on14 March 1925 announced the approval 

of the St Leonards – Eastwood Railway by the State Parliamentary Works Committee. 

NEW RAILWAY 

St Leonards-Eastwood 

ELECTRIC POWER. 

Bridge Over Lane Cove. 

The construction of an electric railway from St Leonards to Eastwood was approved 

of by the State Parliamentary Works Committee yesterday. 

The scheme includes the construction of a bridge across Lane Cove River. There 

will also be an extension of the line to the Northern Suburbs Cemetery. 

The length of the new railway will be eight miles 22 chains; the line will branch 

off the North Shore line at a point north of St Leonards station. The estimated 

cost, including electric power, will be £640,000. 

The proposed line will travel in a westerly direction to Parklands Avenue, thence in a 

southwesterly direction to the head of Burns Bay. It will cross the Lane Cove River 

immediately north of its confluence. The railway will pass on the north side of the 

North Ryde Public School and the School of Arts, and across the Great Northern Road 

to its termination northwest of Eastwood station. 
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Following the NSW Government’s approval of the construction of the railway line, 

housing developments appeared along the proposed route. One of these was on a hill 

near a proposed station near the eastern corner of today’s Macquarie Hospital grounds. 

Because of its elevated position looking down on the Lane Cove River and the 

surrounding countryside, this was called “The Dress Circle Estate”. In 1929, the Estate 

was later extended as far as today’s Sager Place with an addition called “The Hill Top 

Estate”. 

 

There were four streets in the new Estate. 

 

Heard Avenue- named after Henry Heard, a settler in1858 and an alderman on 

the first Ryde Council in 1871. He had a farm in Wicks Road, North Ryde. 

 

Mary Avenue - named after Mary Jane Heard, wife of Henry Heard. 

 

Twin Road-named after Henry and Mary Heard’s twin daughters Laura and 

Mabel, who were born in 1873. 

Wolfe Road - named after General James Wolfe (1727 – 1759) who was killed 

leading British forces to victory in the Battle of Quebec in 1759. This was an 

extension of a pre-existing Wolfe Road that ran from Coxs Road to Kittys 

Creek. 

In 1929 the government cancelled the proposed railway line. Development of the 

Estate ceased; only a few houses had been built. The site then became popular with 

families blackberrying at weekends and with boys catching finches to sell at the markets. 

There was a rock pool on the side of the cliff above Pittwater Road at the southern end of 

the Estate. Fed by a spring, its cool water was appreciated by thirsty visitors on hot 

summer days. 
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